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Gregory P. Kurtz 
Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                                                                           (216) 524-4131         

                                                                                                           

 
MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR APRIL 23, 2021 

 
 
COMMUNITY BEAUTIFICATION   

 
Winter returned on Wednesday, but by Friday the 

temperatures climbed to over 60 degrees! Welcome to 

northeast Ohio! 

Many residents have been taking advantage of the 

mild temperatures the past few weeks to get a 

jumpstart on spring maintenance, improvements and 

renovations.    

 

The City of Independence Exterior Property Maintenance Code addresses the required safety 

and appearance standards for all premises and structures.  

 The exterior areas of a property must be maintained in good repair and in a sanitary 

condition.  

 Premises shall be maintained so that lawns, hedges, and bushes do not become 

overgrown and unsightly where exposed to public view and shall not constitute a 

blighting factor that impairs the character of the community.  

 All accessory structures must be structurally sound and in good repair. 

 Driveways and walkways must be properly maintained. 

 Motor vehicles parked outdoors must be in operable condition and carrying a current 

license and registration. Vehicles must be parked on driveways and not left on the 

grass for extended periods of time. 

 The exterior of every structure or accessory structure, including fences, shall be 

maintained in good repair and be free of conditions reflective of deterioration or 

inadequate maintenance. For example, siding materials must be maintained in good 

repair without holes, loose, or rotting materials, or peeling paint. Roof shingles must 

be in good repair, not worn or missing. 

 Junk, debris, garbage/trash, litter, and other similar items, including noxious or 

offensive materials, shall not be allowed to accumulate on a property. 
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The City has stepped up enforcement of this code to ensure that homes do not become 

neglected and deteriorate which is in the best interest of the owner, neighbors, and the 

community at large.  

Property owner(s) part of the process and the City works with the owner(s) to resolve any 

violations in a reasonable amount of time.   Items that meet recycling standards are picked up 

every week, and dumpsters are available for a nominal fee.  

The property owner is ultimately responsible for abating any issues, including repairs to the 

structure, removal of exterior debris and unsightly content, and ensuring any structures are 

safe.    

 

 

COVID Vaccination Clinic  

There are appointments available for the Brecksville-

Broadview Hts. High School COVID vaccination event on 

Saturday, April 24 from 10 AM to 5 PM.   Walk-ins 

are welcome.  The Pfizer vaccine will be dispensed and 

the event is open to people of all ages.   Teenagers age 16 

and 17 will need to have a parent or guardian with them 

and everyone will need to bring a photo id that indicates 

their date of birth.   

Brecksville/Broadview Heights High School is located at 6380 Mill Rd in Broadview Heights. 

 

We’re Hiring! 

The City is currently recruiting for a variety of seasonal 

positions.  There are a number of rewarding 

opportunities for people to learn and earn!         

The ideal candidates must be reliable, energetic, self-

motivated, and have strong customer-service skills.  A 

positive attitude, professionalism, and the ability to 

work as part of a dynamic team are essential.    

Candidates are required to pass a drug screen test and 

background check.  

Find out more on the City’s website.  

 

https://www.independenceohio.org/departments/human_resources_.php
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We’re Reopening! 

The Recreation Atrium, Civic Center lockers, and 

water fountains are now open to the public.  Young 

people, ages 13 and 14, may enter the facilities 

without an adult guardian for the first time since 

June 2020.   

The City continues to follow federal and state COVID-

19 guidelines and make all necessary adjustments to 

protect residents and staff.  

 

Safety Town 

A malfunctioning traffic light and pedestrian crossing signals in Safety Town have been 

rebuilt using new LED bright bulbs and new controls will be installed to allow various 

pedestrian crossing patterns.  

Safety Town plays a big part in educating our young children to the importance of obeying 

traffic laws. The units will be reinstalled next week, weather permitting.   

 

 
UPDATE: SPRING PROGRAMS 
 
This week, there was a meeting of athletic directors from the surrounding communities to 

discuss the City's Little League program.  We discussed COVID-19 guidelines, league rule 

changes, and schedules, and the Little Leagues season will begin on time this year. 

Crews continue to prepare the ball fields for spring sports and high school baseball and 

softball games/scrimmages.  All four Youth Soccer Fields and the Shared-Use Facility are also 

being maintained on continual basis.  
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Your opinion matters! 

You have just one more week to complete the Community 

Services and Recreation Departments’ survey about the types of 

programming and facilities you would like the City to add or 

improve.     

Residents can complete the survey online or pick up a paper 

copy at the Civic Center.    Completed surveys can be dropped 

off at the Recreation Department or mailed to CommServ/Rec Survey, 6363 Selig 

Drive, Independence, OH 44131  

 
 
Cleveland Clinic Emergency Response Clinic  

Cleveland Clinic Emergency Response training took 

place on campus this week.  The all-day sessions 

provided local emergency responders with advanced 

training on the latest protocols and procedures for 

responding to different types of emergencies.  The 

participants learned about the Clinic’s Transport 

Helicopter and Critical Care Ground Unit, which are 

equipped to expedite diagnosis and treatment when 

time is of the essence.  

 
 
TAX DAY IS MAY 17 
 
Due to the pandemic, the IRS postponed the deadline to file 2020 taxes to May 17, and Ohio 

followed.  That’s just 24 days away.  Here are some tax facts to consider: 

 If you are owed a tax refund, don't wait.  By delaying filing, you're also pushing back 

how soon you might get a tax refund. 

 The IRS has received 93.2 million individual tax returns through April 2 and has 

issued 62.3 million income tax refunds.  The average refund of those issued through 

April 2 was $2,893.  

 The IRS did not begin processing tax returns until Feb. 12 — a more than a two-week 

delay from last year. 

 Don't forget about stimulus checks.  Ensure that you provide your tax preparer with 

the correct number for the amount of money you received for two stimulus payments.  

The first rolled out starting last April, and the second rolled out in January. 

 People, who were eligible but did not receive both stimulus payments or only received 

one, can claim the stimulus money through the Recovery Rebate Credit program. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RR2GNT6


5 
 

 
Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Report for April 16, 2021 can be 

downloaded here.  

 

 

 

 

COVID FUNERAL ASSISTANCE 
 

Hundreds of thousands of families who've lost someone to 

COVID-19 will soon be eligible for some federal financial relief for 

funeral expenses.  

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will open applications for COVID-19-

related funeral assistance next Monday, April 26.  Eligible people can apply to recover up to 

$9,000 of qualifying funeral or burial expenses incurred after Jan. 20, 2020. Families with 

multiple deaths can recoup up to $35,000.  The program is part of the latest COVID-19 relief 

bill. 

To file a claim, people need to call a toll-free hotline set up by FEMA:  The phone line — 844-

684-6333 — will be open Monday through Friday, 9 AM to 9 PM.   Those who use a tele-

typewriter device can dial 800-462-7585.  For more information, please visit this FEMA site. 

 
 

 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER: MAY 6 
 
Congress established the annual National Day of Prayer in 
1952.  On May 6, the City of Independence, local churches, 
schools, businesses, and other organizations will mark the 
day with various activities starting at 7 AM.   
 
 

A list of events will be in the May editions of The Independence Post, the Community 
Spotlight, and the website.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Signing up for Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update email is easy!  Simply send your name and 

email address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  

http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistance
mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

